✅ Why Counselors Can Be Considered Siksha Gurus
· They Give Regular Spiritual Instruction:
Siksha means “instruction.” If these counselors regularly instruct others in the philosophy and practices of Krishna consciousness (based on Bhagavad-gita, Srimad Bhagavatam, etc.), they are acting as Siksha Gurus.
· They Guide in Personal Application of Krishna Consciousness:
If counselors help devotees apply spiritual principles in day-to-day life—how to chant, how to serve, how to balance grihastha life—they are doing the role of a siksha guru.
· Srila Prabhupada's Definition:
Srila Prabhupada said:
“A siksha guru is as good as the diksha guru because he gives instruction in the science of devotional service.”   (CC Adi 1.47, Purport)

🔍 However, for someone to actually be accepted as a Siksha Guru:
1. They Must Be Practicing What They Preach:
Their own sadhana (chanting, hearing, attending programs, reading books) must be steady and inspiring.
2. They Must Be Loyal to Srila Prabhupada and ISKCON:
All their teachings should be rooted in Srila Prabhupada’s books and aligned with ISKCON’s standards and leadership.
3. They Must Not Impose Themselves as Absolute Authorities:
Siksha gurus are facilitators—not controllers. Devotees should be free to take inspiration and move forward in their spiritual journey.
4. Their Words Should Uplift and Purify:
A real siksha guru’s association inspires faith in Krishna and His pure devotees.

📜 Srila Prabhupada’s Vision – Many Siksha Gurus
Srila Prabhupada desired a system where many qualified devotees would become instructors and mentors (siksha gurus) to help others grow:
“It is the duty of the siksha guru to instruct the disciple on behalf of the diksha guru.”
(CC Adi 1.35, Purport)

🏆 Conclusion
In your Pune temple, these grihastha counselors can certainly be considered siksha gurus if they are:
· Giving regular spiritual instruction,
· Following Srila Prabhupada’s teachings,
· Guiding devotees with humility and spiritual maturity.
They are doing extremely important service in building a healthy and spiritually strong community.

