Siksha Guru Self-Assessment Checklist for Grihastha Counselors
This checklist is designed to help Grihastha Counselors in ISKCON communities assess their readiness and effectiveness as Siksha Gurus. It is based on the teachings of Srila Prabhupada and the tradition of guru-disciple relationships in Gaudiya Vaishnavism.
✅ Spiritual Sadhana
☐ Do I chant at least 16 rounds daily and follow the 4 regulative principles strictly?
☐ Do I regularly read and study Srila Prabhupada’s books?
☐ Do I attend or listen to classes regularly?
✅ Behavior and Character
☐ Do I maintain humility, patience, and compassion in my interactions?
☐ Do I live a clean and exemplary grihastha life, inspiring others by example?
☐ Do I avoid criticizing devotees or ISKCON authorities?
✅ Instruction and Guidance
☐ Do I guide devotees based on shastra (scripture) and Srila Prabhupada’s teachings?
☐ Do I help devotees make spiritual decisions without controlling them?
☐ Do I encourage devotees to deepen their connection with Srila Prabhupada?
✅ Loyalty and Alignment
☐ Am I loyal to Srila Prabhupada and the current ISKCON leadership (GBC and temple authorities)?
☐ Do I present Srila Prabhupada as the Founder-Acharya and pre-eminent siksha guru of ISKCON?
☐ Do I cooperate harmoniously within the local temple community?
✅ Relationship with Devotees
☐ Do the devotees under my care feel safe, heard, and spiritually nourished?
☐ Do I encourage them to take shelter of guru-parampara and not of my personality?
☐ Do I respect their free will in choosing diksha or siksha gurus?
🕉️ Bonus Reflective Questions
🔹 “Am I helping devotees grow closer to Krishna, or to myself?”
🔹 “Are my words and behavior aligned with the mood of Srila Prabhupada?”
🔹 “Do I see myself as a servant of the servant, or as a leader above others?”
